REVIEW OF LITERATURE

2.1 What is a literature review?

A literature review is an evaluative report of information found in the literature related to your selected area of study.  The review should describe, summarize, evaluate and clarify this literature.  It should give a theoretical base for the research and help you (the researcher) determine the nature of your research. Works, which are irrelevant, should be discarded and those, which are peripheral, should be looked at critically.

A literature review is more than the search for information. All works included in the review must be read, evaluated and analyzed, but relationships between the literatures must also be identified and articulated, in relation to your field of research.

In writing the literature review, the purpose is to convey to the reader what knowledge and ideas have been established on a topic, and what their strengths and weaknesses are. The literature review must be defined by a guiding concept (eg. your research objective, the problem or issue you are discussing, or your argumentative thesis). It is not just a descriptive list of the material available, or a set of summaries (http://www.utoronto.ca/writing/litrev.html).

Literature reviews are written occasionally in the humanities, but mostly in the sciences and social sciences where they may constitute a section of the paper, for instance chapter 2.  Sometimes a literature review is written as a paper in itself. 

2.2 Importance of literature review

Literature reviews provide you with a handy guide to a particular topic. It acts as a stepping-stone towards achievement of your objectives in research. For scholars, the depth and breadth of the literature review emphasizes the credibility of the writer in his or her field. Literature reviews also provide a solid background for a research paper's investigation. Comprehensive knowledge of the literature of the field is essential to most research papers. 

The role of the literature review is to analyze the existing literature and give justification as to how your research will fit into the existing body of knowledge.  "This means that the literature review provides the general understanding which gives meaning to the discussion of findings, conclusions, and recommendations.  This allows the author to demonstrate how his research is linked to prior efforts and how it extends our understanding of this general line of scholarly inquiry" (Muskal, 2000).

In research, literature reviews helps the researcher to: 

· Avoid duplication 

· Identify the gaps in other studies with the goal of filling them

· Borrow from the research design and methodology used to investigate that particular problem

· Interpret his or her own findings

In general, the literature review should: 

· Provide a context for the research 

· Justify the research 

· Ensure the research hasn't been done before (or if it is repeated, that it is marked as a "replication study") 

· Show where the research fits into the existing body of knowledge 

· Enable the researcher to learn from previous theory on the subject 

· Illustrate how the subject has been studied previously 

· Highlight flaws in previous research 

· Outline gaps in previous research 

· Show that the work is adding to the understanding and knowledge of the field 

· Help refine, refocus or even change the topic 

2.3 Stages in Developing a Literature Review 

2.3.1 Seek Clarification

Before embarking on review of literature, first seek clarification from your supervisor:

· Roughly how many sources should you include? 

· What types of sources (books, journal articles, websites)?

· Should you summarize, synthesize, or critique your sources by discussing a common theme or issue? 

· Should you evaluate your sources? 

· Should you provide subheadings and other background information, such as definitions and/or a history?

2.3.2 Narrow your topic by constructing a working thesis statement 

There are numerous articles and books on most areas of study. The narrower your topic, the easier it will be to limit the number of sources you need to read in order to get a good survey of the material. Your supervisor will probably not expect you to read everything that's out there on the topic, but you'll make your job easier if you first limit your scope by constructing a working thesis statement. (More on research topic read in chapter 2 of this book). Once you have a working theses statement, break it into its component parts.
From the statement, it is possible to identify various concepts and keywords.  A concept maps or mind map is a useful way to plot ideas.

2.3.3 Find Sources of information

Once you have concepts or keywords, it becomes easier to retrieve information from both informal and formal sources.  Informal sources include contact with peers, colleagues, other researchers, your Faculty Liaison Librarian, and your supervisor. Just as important as the network of informal contacts are the formal sources, including:

· Books

· Journals - scholarly, popular journals

· Research papers

· Theses

· World Wide Web (Internet)

· Bibliographies

· Encyclopedias

· Handbooks

· Maps 

· Newspapers

· Government legislation

· Statistics

· Conference proceedings

· Specific sources, such as ERIC documents on Education. (Internet)

2.3.4 Critically Analysis the Content

As you select and use sources, critically analyze the content: 

· Determine the facts / arguments / points of view

· Look at any new findings, is there clear evidence to support each finding?

· Ascertain the reliability and accuracy of the document, are all assumptions valid? Are there any flaws in the methodology? Is the research based on established fact?

· Determine the significance of work, is it a landmark article? Does it merely discuss what is already known? What does it contribute to accepted theory?

· Ascertain the limitations, flaws, weaknesses, strengths and underlying assumptions of the analysis in relation to the related literature and current thought.

· contextualise the work within the discipline - where does it fit?  Which thoughts and ideas relate/contradict/support current thought?

· Study the methodology - is it appropriate to the type of study?

Note: 

· Bibliographies and references usually found in sources often prove useful when looking for further information.

· it is useful to identify researchers who have worked in the selected field, ascertain exactly what they have done and if possible, contact them to discuss further ideas. 

· Not all the required sources will be readily available - at some stage you will need to consult widely looking for resources. 

2.3.5 Consider Whether your Sources are Current

Some disciplines require that you use information that is as current as possible. In the sciences, for instance, treatments for medical problems are constantly changing according to the latest studies. Information even two years old could be obsolete. However, if you are writing a review in the humanities, history, or social sciences, a survey of the history of the literature may be what is needed, because what is important is how perspectives have changed through the years or within a certain time period. Try sorting through some other current bibliographies or literature reviews in the field to get a sense of what your discipline expects. 

2.3.6 Consider organization

After getting related literature on your topic, consider organizing the information into themes. You can ask yourself: What are the most important subtopics that your review needs to include? And in what order should you present them? Develop an organization for your review at both a global and local level.

2.4 Basic Categories of Literature Review

Literature reviews must contain at least three basic elements: an introduction, the body of the review, and a conclusion or summary. 

2.4.1 Introduction

Introduction should be a concise statement of what research literature relates to your research question(s) or objective(s) from Chapter 1 and how that research informs your current study. It should also introduce the structure of Chapter 2 (i.e., the introduction should tell the reader what you will say in the body of the review of literature).

Example

The purpose of this study was to investigate about the involvement of prefects in school governance in Nyeri Municipality Public secondary schools. In order to gain some insight from previous studies that have been done in the field of prefecture system, this chapter, the Review of Literature, concentrated on involvement of prefects in school governance. This was presented in a chronological order. The chapter ends with the summary of the studies that were reviewed. 

2.4.2 Body of the Review

The body contains your discussion of sources and is organized chronologically, thematically, or methodologically. “Writing this section well is a sign of professional maturity; it indicates one’s grasp of the field, one’s methodological sophistication in critiquing others’ research, and the breadth and depth of one’s reading.” (Krathwohl 1988 p.4)

Organizing the body

Once you have the basic categories in place, then you must consider how you will present the sources themselves within the body of your paper. 

To help you come up with an overall organizational framework for your review, consider the following two typical ways of organizing the sources into a review:

a) Chronological

If your review follows the chronological method, you could write about the materials according to when they were published. A better way to organize the sources chronologically is to examine them under trends, such as the history of your research problem. Then your review would have subsections according to eras within this period. 

b) Thematic

Thematic reviews of literature are organized around a topic or issue, rather than the progression of time. However, progression of time may still be an important factor in a thematic review. More authentic thematic reviews tend to break away from chronological order. A thematic review has subtopics based upon factors that are relate to the theme or issue.

Example

Wanjiru (1999) carried out a study on Student Involvement for Democratic Participation in Decision Making Processes in Nairobi Province. She used cross-sectional survey design since it allowed her to gather data from a cross section of students and teachers. The study used questionnaires for students and Focused Group Discussion with teachers. She found out that participatory management needs to be evolved, developed and adopted in schools. The study did not involve the prefects and principals. There was only questionnaires and Focused Group Discussion for students and teachers respectively. This study will utilize both questionnaires for students and prefects and interview guide for principals or deputy principals. 

Munyao (2003) in his study of The Challenges posed by Adolescents to the Management of Secondary schools in Machakos District found out that school administrators are more often under pressure in handling students. The Study recommended that the administrators should undergo regular in-service training on human development so as to understand better the adolescent behavioral trend in schools. The study concentrated only on the challenges posed to the school administrators, (principals) without putting into consideration the involvement of prefects in governance of secondary schools, an aspect that will be considered in this study with reference to schools in Nyeri Municipality. 

Wambulwa (2004) conducted a study on The Role of Prefects in School Administration in Secondary Schools in Webuye Division in Bungoma. The research questions were a) to find out the role of prefects in school adminitration b) to determine the effectiveness of prefects in school administration, b) to determine how the prefects influence decision making in school administration, c) to establish how prefects help to cultivate mutual relationship between teachers and students; and between a school and the community, d) to compare prefectorial system in boarding and day secondary schools in the study area, e) to make recommendations. Study used stratified sampling to select 10 public secondary schools. Questionnaires and interview was used as data collection instrument. The data collected was analysed  and presented in frequencies, percentages and means. This study will make use of stratified sampling procedure in placing the schools into different categories, namely provincial and district schools. It will also use both questionnaires and interview schedule. Wambulwa carried her study in both private and public secondary schools in Webuyu Division in Bungoma District. This study however will only involve public secondary schools in Nyeri Municipality.

Shikami (2006) in a paper on Evaluation of prefectship in school management and education in Kenya, aimed at identifying the major constraints to school management that must be addressed in order to develop democratic structures for proper administration of school programmes. He also sought to examine the role of prefects in influencing high discipline, which finds itself at crossroads since the ban of corporal punishment in Kenyan schools. To gather the information, he carried out an analysis of  reported cases of unrests by both electronic and print media. Shikami recommended that there was need to carry out an empirical research on prefects and school management. Shikami emphasized on the constraints to school management rather than involvement of prefects in school governance. He did not carry out an empirical research on prefectship in school management. Thus, this study intends to carry out an empirical research to find out the involvement of prefects in  governance of secondary schools in Nyeri Municiplaity. 

2.5 Important points to note when you are composing your review

2.5.1 Use evidence

In the example above, the researcher, Mathenge refers to several other sources when making his point. The researcher’s interpretation of the available sources must be backed up with evidence to support his/her claim. 

2.5.2 Be selective

Select only the most important points in each source to highlight in the review. The type of information you choose to mention should relate directly to the review's focus, whether it is thematic, methodological, or chronological.

2.5.3 Use quotes sparingly

Use quotes sparingly although some short quotes here and there are okay, if you want to emphasize a point, or if what the author said just cannot be paraphrased. 

2.5.4 Summarize and synthesize

Remember to summarize and synthesize your sources within each paragraph as well as throughout the review. For example, Mathenge summarizes different researches and identifies the gaps.

2.5.5 Keep your own voice

While the literature review presents others' ideas, your voice (the researcher's) should remain front and center. Notice that Mathenge weaves references to other sources into his own text, but he still maintains his own voice by putting some remarks either within the paragraph or at the end using his own words. 

2.5.6 Use caution when paraphrasing

When paraphrasing a source that is not your own, be sure to represent the author's information or opinions accurately and in your own words. In the preceding example, Wanjohi either directly refers to the author of his source, or provides ample notation in the text when the ideas are not his own. You should avoid plagiarism under all cost!

2.5 7 Revise the draft

First, check the review to ensure that it follows your outline. Then, re-work on the language of your review so that you've presented your information in the most concise manner possible. Be sure to use terminology familiar to your audience; get rid of unnecessary jargon or slang. Finally, double check that you've documented your sources and formatted the review appropriately for your discipline. 

2.6 Summary

The summary section of chapter 2 should concisely, succinctly, and briefly reiterate the major findings from the review of literature. It can also give a brief exposure of the studies covered in the review of literature and a justification for the need of undertaking another study in the area.
Example

There appears to be little research available on involvement of prefects in governance of schools. The reviewed studies by Wanjiru (1999), Munyao (2003), Wambulwa (2004), and Shikami (2006) all dealt with matters related to school management in different parts of Kenya either with little or no particular emphasis on the involvement of prefects in governance of public secondary schools. Therefore this study intends to carry out an investigation into the involvement of prefects in governance of public secondary schools in Nyeri Municipality.
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